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WHO “HAS TURNED THE GORNER ? 


Introduction 


This is the first of a series of pamphlets the United 
Bengal Relief Board proposes to bring out to fight the com- 
placency which exists in the mind of the people that Bengal 
has turned the corner and she needs no further relief. 
Through these pamphlets the Board will put before the pub- 
lic the true picture of Bengal today-how the crisis there Is 
deepening everyday so that the patriots of the province put 
their maximum united efforts to save Bengal from starva- 
tion and disease. 

We in the Punjab may justly be proud of the fact 
of sending the maximum amount of relief to Bengal in her 
days of distress. The Land of Five Rivers, of Iqbal and 
Lajpatrai, responded generously to the call of Bengal—the 
citadel of India’s national aspirations, the land of Tagore, 
Mohsin and of C. R. Das, when the tales of Bengal’s grim 
tragedy reached her ears. It was in July last year that 
the press reported that thousands were dying in Bengal of 
starvation. Men, women and children left their villages 
and flocked to the towns in search of food only to die on 
the streets. Pavements and streets of Calcutta became 
the homes of destitutes—1,25.000 of them at ,that time. 
The entire secial and economic structure of the province 
was collapsing. Hunger was forcing men to abandon their 
families and run away from the villages unable to support 
their loved ones. Parents were selling their children. 
This ‘grim tragedy of Bengal roused all sections of patriots 
in the province—Congress, Muslim League, Hindu Sabha, 
Sikhs organisations and others. Different parties in the pro- 
vince took up the Bengal relief work as their first and 
foremost patriotic job. But although all the organisations 
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worked for the same purpose, the relief work as a whole 
was suffering because of the lack of coordination between 
them. : What stood on the way of unity between‘ the relief 
organisations in our province ? 

The political parties in Bengal stood disunited even in 
the matter of relief. They were fighting each other in- 
stead of coming together to fight death and disease, to save 
«he people from the clutches of the common enemy, the 
hoarder, who was minting gold out of human blood. But 
inspite of this the relief organisations in the Punjab 
soon felt the need of unity of all parties for the 
relief of Bengal as their united efforts alone 
could evoke the maximum response from the people 
of the province. They were drawn together by the con- 
viction that in order to make the relief work effective, 
close coordination of efforts of all parties was needed. 
Moreover, the unity for relief work in the Punjab would 
certainly have its effect on the parties in Bengal. It would 
serve aS an inspiration to the people of Bengal, would 
help them in bringing the parties in their own province to- 
gether. This realisation brought about the formation of 
the United Bengal Relief Board in the Punjab in November 
last. The Board, includes 20 organisations Hindu Maha 
Sabha, Muslim Leage, All-India Women's Conference, 
Communist Party, Women’s Self-Defence League, Indian 
Chamber of Commece, Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, 
Dev Samaj, Sooba Mazdoor Committee, Kisan Sabha, 
Students ‘Joint Relief Committee, Central Bengal Relief 
Committee, and others. 

The first united effort under the Board was the obser- 
vance of “Bengal Day” on January 14and15. On these 
two days the Board mobilised about 300 volunteers to 
make street collections for Bengal relief in Lahore. The 
united appeal of all parties brought forth a ready response 
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and in two days’ time Rs. 12,400 besides huge bundles of 
clothes were collected from Lahore alone. This united 
effort served as an inspiration to the people of the province. 
Response came from all quarters, from, Sir William Roberts 
in the shape of Rs. 1,000, from poor workersand citizens 
in the shape of one anna and two anna pieces. 

We shallhave to carry this unity forward if Bengal 
is ‘to be saved. Bengal stands on the verge of 
complete extinction. More people are dying today as:‘a 
result of the epidemics than they were in the worst days 
of scarcity. If the famine was a threat to the survival of 
the Bengalee race, the epidemics are making it a reality 
The hoarder is running away with the new bumper aman 
crop on which depends the fate of Bengal this year. 
United efforts of all parties alone can save her. No single 
party can solve this crisis. Every patriot of the Punjab 
must rally round the United Bengal Relief Board to 
mobilise the maximum relief for Bengal—all together to fight 
death. 

Bengal Day Resolution passed unanimously at a public 
meeting held under the auspices of the United Bengal. Relief 
Board on Sunday the 16th January, 1944, in conclusion of 
the Bengal Day. 

This meeting of the citizens of Lahore offers its fullest 
sympathy to the people of Bengal in their fight against 
unparellelled: famine and disease. The people of the 
Punjab are shocked to find that in a civilized country 
millions of people should have been allowed to die of 
hunger and disease. This meeting assures the people of 
Bengal that Punjab will do its best to help them to over- 
come the crisis. 

This meeting views with alarm the reports received 
from Bengal that in spite of a bumper Aman crop rice 
prices have gone up and the hoarders and profiteers are 
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busy making fabulous profits callously disregarding the 
loss of human life. _ 

This meeting calls upon the Government of Bengal to 
intensify its efforts for the extermination of hoarder and 
profiteers and governmental machinery should move 
honestly and ruthlessly regardless of the wealth, influence 
and position of those enemies of mankind who profit out 
of starvation. 

To defeat these unsocial elements it is essential that 
all parties in Bengal-Congress, Muslim League, Hindu 
Mahasabha, Communists and others—must unite to solve 
the food problem. Moreover, the Government must take 
immediate steps to introduce rationing and fixation 
of price and set up people’s food committees to ensure fair 
distribution of food among the people. Unless this is done, 
we fear that a worse type of famine might soon overtake 
the already emaciated people of Bengal. 

Further, steps should be taken to rehabilitate those 
thrown out of their profession by the famine. Steps should 
also be taken to return the boats to their owners taken 
under the Boat Dental policy so that those people can 
return to their normal profession. This will not only 
contribute to return to normal conditions in the province 
but will also strengthen defence of the country against the 
Japanese. 


« SURVEY OF FAMINE IN BENGAL 


By Prof. K. P. Chattopadhyay, 
Head of the Department of Anthropology, Calcutta University 


The Anthropology Department of the University 
of Calcutta has carried out a sample survey of ten of 
the famine affected districts of Bengal. The statistics 
for eight districts have so far been tabulated. They cover 
eight hundred sixteen family units with a total member- 
ship of three thousand eight hundred and forty. The 
total deaths in these groups during June-July 1943 to 
Nov-Dec. 1943 has been three hundred eighty six ora 
little over ten per cent during six montns- The method of 
enquiry followed to ascertain the facts was the 
generalogical method, in which each family unit has its” 
generalogy drawn up and details are noted on its basis. 
This method leads to collection of facts as contrasted to 
the usual official: mode of just asking the village 
chowkidar or at best the president of the Union Board. 
This detail is noted as discrepancies are likely to be 
found between these statistics and official figures. It 
may be noted here that in a village in Nadia surveyed by 
Prof. K. P. Chattopadhyay, the actual number of deaths 
during the past year was found by him to be thirty two 
where as the official report was of seven deaths only. 
This wrong official figure was corrected after relief 
workers in touch with Prof. Chattopadhyay had pointed 
out the inaccuracy to the officials. 


Two-third Population Affected. 


The death rate has _ been very different in 
different areas. In the Kalna area in Burdwan it has 
been as low as fifty five per thousand, in the Madaripur 
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area in Faridupur, about seventy per thousand, in a 
group of villages in Contai (Midnapur) about eighty per 
thousand. In a group of villages near Chaumohani 
(Noakhali) this was eighty one per thousand. In a 
village in Dacca it exceeded one hundred and ten. In 
Nadia one village gave a sample with a death rate of ten 
per cent and another twenty one per cent. A village 
in Howrah gave the highest mortality rate of twenty two 
percent. Asthe death rate for Bengal does not exceed 
thirty per thousand per annum in normal years i. e. fifteen 
per thousand for six months, the excess mortality of 
eighty five per thousand that is eight and a half per cent. 
has to be ascribed to famine and the pestilence that 
followed in its wake. As some of the areas in North 
Bengal were much less affected than Western of 
Central Bengal or the deficit areas of Eastern Bengal 
some reduction has to be made to estimate the total 
mortality figures for Bengal. It will probably be an 
under-estimate of the famine to say that two thirds of 
the total population were affected more or less by it. 
On this basis the probable total number of deaths above 
the normal comes to well over three anda half millions. 
The estimate is subject to probable error inherent in all 
sample surveys. More exact estimates can be prepared 
only if officials work under guidance to collect data by 
scientific methods, covering a much larger number of 
family units and villages. 


Infant Mortality Extremely High 


As may be expected, the figures for infant mortality 
have been extremely high. The proportion of children 
below five years of age has varied from thirty per cent. 
to fifty per cent of the total deaths. The figures bring 
out the need of maintaining and increasing the number of 
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milk centres in all the affected areas. 


Measures for Rehabilitation Needed | 


4 
A very sinister and significant feature of the mortality 


figures is that the death rate among adult men is much 
higher than among adult women. In the less affected 
areas, nearly twice as many adult men have died as adult 
women. In the more affected areas, the proportion of 
men has been even higher. One consequence of this 
differential death rate is that a large number of families 
have been deprived of their earners, who are generally. 
men. Unlessa serious and planned attempt is made to 
set up this large population of women, and children 
economically, and doles are granted pending such attempts, 
a high death rate may be expected to occur in this group 
during the current year. Various social evils, such as 
prostitution, will also increase unless adequate steps are 
taken to make these families economically self-supporting. 
It may also be pointed out that communities which 
do not practise or encourage widow remarriage will show. 
a greater decrease of population ten years hence as the 
result of the present famine, than those communities which 
encourage such remarriage. 


Who Suffered Most. 


The survey reveals also that a very large proportion of 
small peasants have lost all their cultivable Jand. In 
the family units surveyed in the different districts, their 
proportion varies from twenty five to thirty per cent. 
Another community which has lost its means of livelihood 
is that of fishermen. In some areas as in Dacca, many 
fishermen have sold their boats and nets during the 
period of food shortage. Elsewhere, as in Nadia, they 
have not been able to pay the fishery dues and have lost 
their fishing rights. 
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Unless immediate steps are taken to restore the lost 
land to the peasants, not merely by an ordinance entitling 
them to recover the same, but by organising “Govern- 
ment credit to enable them to make the necessary 
payments, these families will soon join the rank of 
destitutes, now that the season of agricultural labour is 
over. Fishermen who have sold their boats and nets, and 
Idst fishery rights also require state help to enable them to~ 
get back their means of livelihood. 


Epidemics Follow Starvation 


Mention should also be made of the high incidence of 
Malaria and other diseases disabling a large proportion 
of the surviving earners from doing any work. In some 
of the areas the proportion of such persons (disabled 
earners) was found to be as high as thirty per cent. at a 
time. Adequate arrangements for medical help in rural 
areas should, therefore, form part of any scheme of 
rehabilitation. It should be remembered that the season. 
for outbreak of small pox and cholerap is close at hand and 
unless proper steps are taken from now, the epidemics 
when they break out will sweep away a very large propor- 
tion of the devitalised population of Bengal. 


« BACK FROM BENGAL 
By Freda Bedi. 


I have recently returned from a tour of Bengal which 
has lasted nearly a month. During that time I have 
been to the extreme corners of the Province, to Midna- 
*pore, Contai and the cyclone area, to 24 Parganas, and 
to East Bengal, Dacca, Narainganj and Munshiganj. In 
addition, I have penetrated into the famine areas of 
Orissa which are contiguous. My footsteps have gone 
not merely into the towns and their environs, but deep 
into tne villages and from door to door in the poorest 
homes. 


A Second Famine ! 


Words are very poor tools with which to express 
what I have seen. On coming back, after a harrowing. 
month in Bengal, nothing has been more shocking to 
me than the feeling in the Punjab that the Bengal 
famine is over. It is not by any means over. It is in 
fact still so serious there, even after the rich aman 
crop, that the shadows of a second famine, even worse 
than the worst days of the first, hang over the Bengal 
countryside. 

One major fact emerges from the tour: that, in 
spite of all Government statements that Bengal has 
“turned the corner” and that rice is available, stark 
hunger is‘'everywhere to be found, one filthy torn rag 
is the only garment millions of villagers possess, and 
medical relief, despite the great army and civil effort, is 
still hopelessly inadequate. 


Economic and Social Structure Collapsing. 


Rice may be in the shops, but the average price 
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at which it was generally available when I was there 
was round Rs. 20 per maund, even though the control 
price was lower. Society, as it was, has been hacked 
into fragments. Millions of widows, and wives and 
children are stranded in the villages, for many men have 
left for the towns in search of work and send neither 
news nor money. Whole families are destitute where 
the breadwinner is bedridden. Such people present am 
enormous problem. Whatever the price of rice, they 
have no money with which to buy it. Their need is 
not only the immediate one of food, but of complete 
rehabilitation. 

Let me give a concrete example, Take village 
Kolaipada,in the Contai area. An old mancrossed my 
path by chance. I asked for news of his village. The 
story he told was almost unbelievable—and it is not 
unique. It might be multiplied a thousand-fold. ‘ Out of 
390: inhabitants, ninety remain,” he said. ‘*150 died in 
the cyclone; 150 of famine and disease: of the ninety 
remaining half have malaria, another twenty’ are suffer- 
ing from other diseases.’ What is the economic future 
of such a village ? 

Again, take the Dacca district. It is reported that 
in village Khilgaon, only three babies were living out 
of four hundred. Out of a population of 1300 only 800 
remain. Amid such ruins of the past, large scale schemes 
of village industries and public works are necessary to 
save women from the streets and brothels, and children 
from starvation and the orphanage. 


All Party Govt. Only Solution. 


All public bodies and individuals must press the 
Government of Bengal to look on the problem as a 
complete whole, and not just isolate the question of rice 
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from its concomitants. But when we get deeper into 
what can ‘and cannot be done under the present condi- 
tions, we ultimately come back to the political demand 
that a national and all-Party government is necessary to 
deal. with the ultimate and non-party questions of famine 
and destitution. And when we ask for an all-Party 
government capable of organising effective food distribu- 
tion and relief, under popular supervision, we also comé 
to the conclusion that Congress co-operation which 
means the release of national leaders, can alone 
mean the maximum effort. The Muslim League alone 
can do nothing; neither for that matter, could any one- 
Party. government. The Muslim League plus the Con- 
gress, the Mahasabha and other popular parties, could 
deal with the situation not piecemeal, but in its totality, 
attacking the twin devils of hoarding and corruption. 
Nothing short of that will be enough to save Bengal. 
And, since Bengal is our first line of defence against 
Japan. nothing short of that will save India. 


Rush Immediate Relief. 


The old man of Kolaipada had been browbeaten 
into resignation. But can we sit still ? Although I am con- 
scious that no private organisation or organisations can 
deal with the problem in its entirety, I am also acutely 
aware of how. valuable each dhoti and each rupee is 
today in Bengal and Orissa. As long as we have more 
than one set of clothes and eat more than one meal a 
day, we cannot and should not stop giving our utmost 
Relief is a non-party and non-communal affair, since 
death and disease have no party affiliations, and J 
appeal to all sons and daughters of the Punjab to send 
whatever they can, in money, clothes, old or new, or 
medicines to the Convenor, United Bengal Relief Board, 
37, Mcleod Road, Lahore. 
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All money or goods so given will reach the people 
who really need it, Hindu and Muslim, thtough an or- 
ganisation which itself is non-communal and rooted in the 
most miserable and afflicted villages. 


“Not only is more relief necessary today, but ex- 
perience has taught us that it should be coordinated and 
well-planed. Particularly is it urgent today in view of the 
appalling shortage of medicines and the bungling in the 
official machinery for the distribution of medicines, leading 
to wastage and delay. Equally important is to remember 
that the magnitude of today’s crisis rules out all attempts 
at sectional relief and the only relief that can be effective 
is the one that has the active support of all, each pooling 
his resources with those of the others so that the best 
coordination is achieved......... It is clear that without 
immediate and large scale non-official efforts coordinated 
with those of the Govenment the holcaust of today cannot 
be checked.” Dr. B. C. Roy, President, Bengal Medical 
Relief Coordination Committee, Calcutta. 


BOOK REVIEW 
THE CRY OF DISTRESS 


-By K. Santhanam. 


Published by the Hindustan Times, New Delhi, pp. 186, 
price Rs. 2 . 
The impeachment of Warren Hastings appears a mild . 
and academic affair as compared with that deserved by the 


system and men who have been responsible for the spectacle 
of hundreds and thousands of men, women, and children 


lying on the streets of Calcutta in all sorts of weather. 
Women have been reduced to prostitution, many age 
groups of infants and children have been wiped out, villages 
have been completely depopulated, thousands of small 
peasants have become landless. To this add the impeach- 
ment made by children deserted or sold by parents, wives 
deserted by their husbands and boy and dog fighting for the 
same bone and let every one imagine how a Burke would 
have raged against the persons responsible for it. Whilst 
Sjt. Santhanam says, it is difficult to apportion with any 
degree of accuracy the blame to Whitehall, the Central 
Government of India, the Provincial Government of 
Bengal, the hoarders and the politicians, he is quite clear in 
what manner each has contributed to the catastrophe that 
has overwhelmed Bengal. 


He criticises the Central Government for never show- 
ing any concern about the country’s food supply, and letting 
things drift to such an extent that it took them a whole 
year to set up a Food Department after the occupation of 
Burma. Even then it “needed this year’s terrible famine” to 
wake them up and “formulate a policy”. He exposes “the 
Government of India which discouraged the Provincial 
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Governments from building up food stocks in 1942 which 
would have saved the people from price racket and _scarci- 
ties in 1943", and that “it was most Goutused and 
incoherent relating to the momentous question of an 
ordered food supply for the people of India as a 
whole”. 

He takes Mr. L. S. Amery to task for laying the 
blame for the national calamity on the feeble Provincial 
Autonomy “after subjecting Bengal to an intolerable strain,” 
when in practice it is a matter of fashion with him to 
direct the policy of the Government of India and through 
it the policies of the Provincial Governments, and thus 
making Provincial Autonomy a ridiculous sham. 

As regards the Bengal ministry, Sjt. Santhanam rightly 
says that Mr. Fazlul Huq was in nolessa degree at fault. 
He was too much occupied in maintaining himself in power 
whilst the late Sir John Herbert and his officials were 
let to pursue in his ministry's name, the harmful policy 
directed by the Government of India. ; 

According to Mr. Santhanam the fault of the present 
Ministry is in its lack of boldness in dealing with the 
crisis. Whilst it is conscious of the disaster that has over- 
taken Bengal it lacks the strength to advocate any bold 
policy for fear of being misrepresented and frustrated by the 
Opposition. He rightly stresses the point “if the Bengal 
Ministry is anxious to get out of the present disaster, it 
should have not only big plans but also seek the cooperation 
of other political parties.” If it does not “‘it will be playing 
straight into hands of those who want to give power 
neither to the Muslim League nor to.the Congress nor to 
any other Indian agency but only seek to delay reconcilia- 
tion and cooperation’. So long as the Ministry does not win 
cooperation of the Congress and other parties and workers 
who have the confidence of the people it cannot hope to de- 
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feat the price racketeers and solve the crisis. He does well to 
refute the allegations spread by unscrupulous politicians, 
‘that the Deadue Ministry has shown communal bias in giving 
relief or that the present woes of Bengal are due to bitter 
communal outlook of Muslim League, for some of the pre- 


dominantly Muslim areas are the worst sufferers in this 


famine. 
€ 
Dealing with hoarders and profiteers it is enough to 


quote the chaos that prevailed in prices of rice. These 
are December, 1941, Rs. 4 per maund; April, 1942, Rs. 4/12; 
September, 1942 Rs. 8; January, 1943, Rs. 10; February, 
1943, Rs. 13; March 1943 Rs. 16; April 1943 Rs. 25; May 
Rs. 25; June Rs. 30; July Rs. 32; August Rs. 35. In 
August started a great panic and the trek of destitutes to 
Calcutta and other towns ; prices in some places rising to 
Rs, 80 per maund and even touched Rs. 100. To defeat these 
unsocial elements the author emphasises the need of building 
Government stock and introducing rationing ona wide scale, 
It is, therefore, particularly disappointing to note that the 
'Nazimuddin ministry has taken no steps to procure the 
Aman crop, but instead is letting it go tothe hoarders 
through ‘“‘normal trade channels”. This is ignoring the 
lesson of the 1943 famine. Should such a state of affairs 
be allowed to proceed unchecked, Mr. Santhanam feels 
that a worse famine will seize Bengal by the end of June. 
The latest reports, however, have reduced this time limit to 
two or at the most three months from now. And no ministry 
can survive a second famine. 


The book leaves one with a strong conviction that to 
the fight against the hoarders must be added the determi- 
nation to resolve the political deadlock in the country, 
and vigorous efforts should be made to broaden 
the base of the present ministry. The solution in his 
opinion does not lie in the retrogade proposal that section 
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93 should be applied. This should be obvious to all. 
Mr. Amery and Lord Wavell may have other views about it 
but the author cogently puts forward, . 

“Tt is foolish to say that the present crisis should be 
dealt with apart from politics. It cannot. Only wise 
political leadership can induce the masses to submit willing- 
ly to the manifold restrictions and hardships which ration- 
ig will cause. If it (rationing) is undertaken by a purely 
bureaucratic government ‘the strain at each of its million 
links will accumulate to bring about a catastrophic break 
down. At a single word from Mahatama Gandhi millions 
would be satisfied with a smaller ration whilst no .amount 
of official statistics or explanations will make them content 
even with a larger one. Public confidence that every measure 
which is humanly possible will be taken to assure everycne 
in India his food for the duration of the war will go a long 
way to prevent panic and hoarding”. 

Again he says “It will be all together impossible to 
‘enforce any all-India Scheme without the active support 
and the confidence of the public, and the Government 
should no more hesitate to open the jails and let all public 
workers free........0...06. they will be ready to cooperate in 
the solution of ‘the food problem as they will be the first 
to be approached by the people.” 

This is as true of the first phase of the famine,a 
‘period which ended with the coming of the Aman crop and 
one during which the author wrote these articles com- 
prising the book after his tour in Bengal, as it is true of the 
second phase consisting of epidemics ; and its truth will be 
more forcefully apparent, when the third phase, another 
famine, overtakes Bengal. To ignore the lesson of the 
millions dead and millions dying would be a national cala- 
mity and no. efforts should be spared to.make those who 
control our destinies and the food of the people. give 
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proper heed to this basic message -contained in this 
book. : 

Apart from the articles on famine in Bengal the 
“Cry of Distress” also contains articles on food conditions 
in Orissa, Cochin and Travancore, impressions of famine 
in Bengal by such eminent persons as Mrs. V. L. Pandit, 
Mr. Neogy’s account, appeal by Mody and Sarkar and 
others; and conclusions and recommendations of Food 
Grains Policy Committee. All this adds to the value of the 
book to anybody wishing to make a study of food situation 
in India. 

The rapid process of disintegration of the whole social 
and economic fabric of Bengal that has set in can still 
be halted if drastic steps are taken to secure people's 
cooperation in ensuring fair distribution of food among 
the people, and political stalement cleared up. This will 
not only help to bring back-Bengal and other afflicted 
areas to normal conditions, but will, also create greater 
spirit of cooperation between different political parties 
and leave the country much wiser after the famine. 


WITHOUT THE PEOPLE 


ON THE GREGORY REPORT AND THE 
WAVELL PLAN 


In the middle of July, 1943, the Central Government 
appointed the Foodgrains Policy Committee to “examine 
the past policy and present position in India in relation 
to the supply, distribution and price of foodgrains in the 
light of all relevant conditions including those imposed 
or liable to be imposed by the war, and to make recom- 
mendations both of policy and administration, for securing 
for the duration of the war, maximum supply; equitable 
distribution and proper control of prices in relation to 
foodgrains.”’ 


The report was ready and signed on the 11th of 
September 43 when already for two months destitutes on the 
streets of Calcutta had opened the eyes of the whole 
of India to the precarious conditions in which our country 
had fallen. The spectre of death for millions, indeed the 
extermination of whole districts and provinces, of our. 
whole people, threatened us. 


Of course, the Government had acted late. The 
minutes of dissent by the officials on the Committee 
representing the Governments of the Punjab, C. P., Bihar, 
‘the U.P. and Bengal underlined a continuation of the 
struggle between provincial governments and the. Centre. 
It was quite clear that more lives would be lost, more 
cash made out of famine by the hoarding and profiteering, 
before any step, of the most elementary character could 


be taken by the Government. 


19 


Gist of the Gregory Report 


But what did the Gregory Report recommend ? 

Firstly: it suggested that all exports of food from 
India should stop—that India should import food. 

Secondly: that a central food grains reserve should 
‘be built up of one and a half million tons imported from 
abroad. ‘“ Without such a reserve it will be difficult 
- to enforce adequate § ice control and its execution would 
greatly facilitate procurement since it would enable 
Government to stand away from the market and thus 
defeat attempts to hold it to ransom without imperilling 
its current supply operations.” 

Thirdly: it suggested measures to secure food from 
cultivators. The Report urged Government to throw the 
market supplies of goods needed by the cultivators. 

Fourthly: it recommended statutory control and 
rationing in urban areas on the principle of a daily ration 
of one pound per adult. 

There is nothing fresh, nothing new in the Gregory 
report. All. this should have been done long before. But 


the question is: Can such measures alone save India 
from famine ? 


The question has already been answered. Five months 
have passed since the signing of the report. The famine 
has not decreased. It has spread, inspite of attempts by 
the Government to carry out the recommendations of the 
Gregory Report. 


Where are the People ? 


What is it that the committee misses? What is it 
that the Government always forgets? A very simple 
factor: the people. Nowhere in the Report will you find 
a mention of the masses of people—of the kisans, the 
workers and their organisations. True, you will read 


20 


that the cooperation of public spirited citizens “should 
be secured for rationing, that Advisory Bureaus should 
be set up.” | : 

But the main, the vital problem remains: how are 

we to secure control of stocks? The Report gives no 
answer, except to talk vaguely of ‘ more effective procure- 
ment machinery.” 
‘ Put more consumers goods into the hands of the 
cultivators —But how? This is onlt possible if production 
is increased. ‘But that can only be if the Government turns 
its face away from the profiteering vested intefests towards 
the working class and the trade unions. But this the 
Government will not do, Gregory Committee or no Gregory 
Committee. 

The Kisan, the ordinary patriotic peasant and his 
organisation, pledged to save the nation, are ignored 
completely. The Committee refuses to care for their 
help, their cooperation, which would be invaluable in 
securing supplies. Three months ago, the Punjab Kisan 
Sabha offered to secure grains to be sent to Bengal, at a 
time when supplies were dwindling and the normal govern- 
ment agents were not procuring enough crops. The 
Government refused its offer. Why? Because to take 
the cooperation of the people is not the “official” way in 
a colonial country. 


The Wavell Touch : Tighten Bureaucratic Screws 


How can the hoarder be tackled and defeated? By 
administrative laws? If so then let the Government 
answer why it is that not one major hoarder of rice was 
prosecuted all these months in Bengal, when it was known 
fora fact that every single grain merchant was selling 
at well above the control rate. Administrative laws are 
so much paper wasted, when they have not the people’s 
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sanction. -In Bengal, the Government ran an anti-hoarding 
drive through popular food committees just for ONE WEEK 
last yeat; 7 to 8 million maunds of rice were unearthed, 
where the administrative machinery alone could not 
discover a single grain! 

The Gregory Committee helplessly suggests a grain 
reserve to beat the hoarder. It cannot even envisage a 
satisfactorily controlled market. It is too steeped in 
defeatism to imagine it can* succeed. It is so blinded by 
files and Secretariat walls that it fails to see the strength 
of the people. 


Wartime Victory 


This remains the basic defect of Government's policy. 
The new Viceroy—Lord Wavell— ‘India’s wartime 
Viceroy” as official propaganda proclaims him—has a 
bright record of running up and down the country putting 
the administration in order to solve the food crisis. 

In Bengal, Wavell put the army on the job—he 
thought that that would save the province. The army has 
done its utmost. It is true that many lives have been 
saved by its work in carrying rice into the. interior, by its 
medical squads. 

But how much more could it have been, had local help 
been taken by the army units? A Lahore journalist 
(Mrs, Freda Bedi) on a recent visit to Bengal went round 
with an army mobile unit. She found that for a whole 
fortnight, the unit had been going toa village, giving 
anti-cholera injections, but the local people had not told 
them that the real cause was an unhealthy tank. Unless 
it was repaired, cholera could not be stopped. The army 
doctors had not asked for suggestions They did not 
speak the language. No liaison workers had been taken 
on by the army, even when volunteers had offered 
themselves. 
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What is the result? More people are dying than three 
months ago—the army without taking the cooperation of 
the people is like a syringe without vaccine. | 

Wavell hopes to save India by administrative measures, 
by military manpower and resources. He cannot succeed, 


The Future in our hands 


Everything depends on Government’s willingness to 
secure people's cooperation and on our own .willingness 
to help ourselves. Everything depends on a solution of 
the, present deadlock. Only a united National Government 
can implement an all-India food plan in the interests of the 
the people, with the people. 
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Famine Facts 


DO YOU KNOW ? 


Number of deaths SO far is estimated to be well 
over 3,500,000. (Calcutta University, Deptt. of 
Anthropology). 

Death rate varies between 55 per thousand in 
Kalna area to 22% in village in Howrah 
(C. UL) 

Proportion of deaths of children below 5 years 
of age varies from 30%) to 50% of the total deaths 
(CU) 

Death rate among adult men is much higher 
than among adult women. In less affected areas 
nearly twice as many adult men have died as 
adult women; and in worse affected arezs the 
proportion is much higher. Consequence is 
loss of earners to a large number of families, 
(C.U.) 

Survey reveals the loss of cultivable lands of 
25°, to 39% of small peasants and professional 
implements of communities like fishermen. 
(C. U.) 

Nearly two thirds of the landless labour 
are out of action today, partly as a result of 
death and partly of exhaustion due to depleted 
vitality. 
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The transter of land from the hands of the 
peasants has increased four times in recent 
month. 

Todays more people are dying in Bengal as 
as a result of the epidemics than they were in the 
worst days of famine. 

The countryside of Bengal is in the grip of 
malaria, typhoid. cholera which are sweeping 
away the population including the rich whom 
starvation could not gpproach. (A. B. Patrika). 
Thirty millions out of Bengal’s total population of 
60 million are today victims of malaria. 

In the district of Dacca with a population of 
42 lakhs, more than 22 lakhs are malaria 
stricken, while more than 3 lakhs are already 
dead and on the average 2500 are dying 
every day. : 
In Dacca the construction: of burning ghats; the 
disposal of the dead has become as important as 
the protection of the living. 

In Chittagong malaria claims 15 lakhs out of 
her 21 lakhs and approximately 1 in 200 are dying 
every day. 

In some of the areas: of Midnapore and 24 
Paraganas 90% of the total population are the 
victims of malaria. 

Forty per cent of the population of Munshiganj 
sub-division are down with small pox. 

With no roof over their heads with not even rags 
to hide their shame, Bengal mothers and daughters, 
traditionally regarded, as the embodiment of 


modesty, are today being reduced to prostitution 
on a mass scale. 
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17. Incidence of venereal disease in Calcut a is between 
33° > and 45%, (Statesman). 

18. Estimated produce this year is 30%, more than the 
average. 

19. Yet Prices of rice are 50%, higher than this 
time last year, ranging from Rs. 18 to Rs. 22 per 
maund. , 

20. In Chittagong, according to Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
M.L. C., rice is still being sold in the black- 
market at 14 seer per rupee. (H. S. 
3.2.44). | 

21. Hoarding. In Pulhat, one of the big paddy centres 
in Dinajpur : 

(i) Last year there were 30 small godowns 
there; this year they have been increased 
to 68. 

(ii) Last year small godowns were rented at 
Rs. 50 each; this year they are Rs. 150 to 200 
each. 

(iii) Last year 3 big godowns were rented at 
Rs. 150; this year at Rs. 1700. 

(iv) Last year the wage of the godown keeper 
was Rs. 15 per month; this year it is Rs. 60 
per month. 

22. In presenting the Budget in the Bengal Legisla- 
lative Assembly the Finance Minister stated 
that the cost of famine relief for the current year 
was Rs. 565 lacs; and that for the year 1944-45 
was estimated at Rs. 261 lacs. 

23. Estimate for medical relief for the coming year 
is Rs, 62 lacs. 
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